
NOVEMBER 21-22, 2020

Dear St. Martin’s Parishioners,  
 
As we prepare for Thanksgiving, which for many of us will look a 
lot different this year, I give thanks to almighty God for the gift of 
exercising my priesthood at St. Martin’s.  I’m grateful for the ho-
nor of being named pastor of the parish back in June, and for the 
gift of serving you with two joyful, humble brother priests.  We 
are the only parish in the Archdiocese with three active priests 
(all of us under 40, as well!).  I’m blessed to have a dedicated, 
faith filled, evangelical and fun loving staff of religious sisters and 
lay faithful.  I’m thankful for the witness of Christian discipleship 
and the generosity of our parishioners who have rallied behind 
the pantry and the St. Vincent de Paul Society during these nine 
months.  Throughout this pandemic as well, so many have conti-
nued to seek the Lord in Eucharistic adoration, confession, Mass, 
baptism, and marriage.  I thank you for your response of faith 
even as you face heavy crosses.  Suffering united with faith brings 
supernatural strength and the grace of redemption.  There has 
been no shortage of that this year.  Someone mentioned recently 
that St. Martin’s is a holy parish.  The reason for that—and on 
this we both concurred—is that there is a lot of suffering here.  
God is closest to those who suffer, and I assure you of His inti-
mate presence in our lives at St. Martin’s.  This year, in big 
ways and small, our mission has been lived out beautifully: “As 
for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”

I’m sure many of you have seen that the registrations are now 
open for the Mass with Cardinal Gregory on December 5.  If 
you would like to attend, you have until this Friday to register 
through Flocknote.  A lottery will determine the more or less 250 
people that can attend among the many people who will have 
registered.

Beginning this Sunday, the 5:00pm Sunday Mass will be in the 
church.  Up to this point, the Mass has been in the parish hall.
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Beginning the 1st Sunday of Advent, November 28 and 29, we 
will no longer require registrations to attend Mass in Spanish.  
For the Masses at 7:00pm on Saturday, 10:30am, 1:30pm and 
6:30pm on Sunday, the parish hall will be available as an overflow 
area for those who aren’t able to be seated in the church.  The 
Mass will be live-streamed in the parish hall.  We will still have 
two 12pm Masses in Spanish on Sunday, one in the parish and 
one in the hall.  Masses will be filled on a first come, first serve 
basis.  Note that about 115 people can be seated safely upstairs, 
while about 60 can be seated in the parish hall.

This week, the pantry served the second largest non-holiday 
crowd in its history.  As winter and the holidays approach, know 
that the needs continue to be immense.  Thank you for conti-
nuing to rally behind the pantry!

Please pray for the health of our parishioners, as the virus has 
begun to hit our community hard again.  May the Lord grant a 
swift and full recovery to those who are currently battling the 
virus. 

In Christ, 
Fr. Dave


